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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IS 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION AT JULY 23 CABINET MEETING OF SADAT'S 
PROPOSALS TO WEIZMAN 

1 . OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE 
ISRAELI PRESS SPECULATION CONCERNING THE GESTURE, REPORTEDLY 
REQUESTED BY SADAT DURING HIS MEETING WITH 

WEIZMAN LAST WEEK, TO TURN OVER EL ARISH TO EGYPTIAN 
CIVIL ADMINISTRATION AS A DEMONSTRATION OF ISRAELI 
GOODWILL IN THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS. ACCORDING TO 
YEDIOT (ZIMUKI), SUCH A TRANSFER WOULD INCLUDE THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A MOSQUE, A CHURCH, AND A SYNAGOGUE 
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AT SANTA KATERINA, AS PART OF WHAT IS SADAT’S REPORTED 
HOPE TO MAKE EL ARISH A "CITY OF PEACE". ACCORDING TO 
MA'ARIV, SADAT FEELS HE NEEDS SUCH A DEMONSTRATION 
OF GOOD FAITH BEFORE THE AUTUMN ANNIVERSARY OF HIS VISIT 
TO JERUSALEM. 

2. ZIMUKI REPORTED JULY 18 THAT THE PRELIMINARY FEELING 
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AMONG CABINET MINISTERS WAS THAT SUCH A GESTURE COULD 
NOT BE UNDERTAKEN AS LONG AS SADAT AND HIS AIDES CONTINUE 
THEIR ATTACKS ON BEGIN AND DAYAN. ZIMUKI ALSO 
SPECULATED THAT THE FATE OF THIS PROPOESD GESTURE 
WOULD DEPEND TO A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT ON THE 
RESULTS OF THE CURRENT LONDON TALKS. MEANWHILE, MA'ARIV 
(HARIF) JULY 18 ASSERTED THAT THE EXPECTATION THAT THE 
LONDON CONFERENCE WOULD NOT YIELD GREAT PROGRESS HAS LED 
TO "AN INTENTION TO EXAMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERIM 
SETTLEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT". PRESUMABLY, SAID HARIF. 
SUCH A SETTLEMENT WOULD REPLACE THE SEPTEMBER 1975 ACCORD, 
SCHEDULED TO EXPIRE IN OCTOBER 1978 UNLESS IT IS RENEWED 
BY BOTH PARTIES. THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY, HOWEVER, 

HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED ITS OPPOSITION TO PURSUING SUCH 
AN AGREEMENT. 

3. ON JULY 19 MA'ARIV REPORTED THAT BEGIN HAD NOT YET 
MADE UP HIS MIND ON SADAT'S PROPOSAL, AND THAT DAYAN 
"HAS NOT REJECTED" THE POSSIBILITY OF MAKING SUCH A 
GESTURE. HOWEVER, WHEN THE IDEA OF SUCH A TRANSFER WAS 
FIRST RAISED BEFORE THE SADAT VISIT TO JERUSALEM, BEGIN 
AND SHARON WERE THE ONLY MINISTERS TO SUPPORT IT. THE 
QUESTION IS EXPECTED TO BE RAISED AT NEXT SUNDAY'S 
(JULY 23) CABINET SESSION. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT BEGIN HAS ACCEPTED FOR JULY 23 
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A LONG-STANDING INVITATION FROM CBS TO APPEAR LIVE ON 
"FACE THE NATION". HIS APPEARANCE WILL FOLLOW THE 
CABINET SESSION BY ONLY A FEW HOURS. 

VIETS 
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